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Welcome to the 2025 edition of the Africa Range-wide Cheetah Conservation Initiative (CCI)
newsletter, showcasing achievements across 2024 and early 2025.

This year, CCl continued to support science-driven conservation efforts across seven
transboundary landscapes to improve cheetah conservation status and halt population
declines in Africa. Through collaborations with governments, communities, NGOs, and
academic partners, we have advanced ecological restoration, improved land-use planning,
strengthened local conservation capacity, and expanded regional and global policy influence.

Highlights include new international partnerships, major steps in cheetah reintroduction
efforts, science-based wildlife corridor work, and initiatives that empower communities
through education and sustainable livelihoods. Read on to discover what we accomplished
together.
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1. Greater Limpopo Transfrontier
Conservation Area (Zimbabwe,
Mozambique, South Africa)

In partnership with the African Wildlife
Conservation Fund (AWCF), CCl supported a new
human-wildlife conflict mitigation program that
includes a herder-mentor initiative and nighttime
protection of livestock around two key protected
areas in Zimbabwe. This approach promotes
coexistence and improves cheetah distribution
by reducing livestock depredation.

2. Liuwa-Mussuma
Landscape (Angola, Zambia)

CCl signed an MoU with the Moxico
Provincial Government (Angola)

to establish a conservation program
restoring wildlife corridors and recovering
cheetah populations in the Mussuma area.
Efforts also include ecological surveys

in Cameia National Park and community
education initiatives.

3. Horn of Africa (Ethiopia, South Sudan,
Uganda, Kenya, Somalia)

Surveys conducted with Colorado State University

revealed a previously unknown cheetah population in the
Somali State of Ethiopia and confirmed its persistence in

northeastern Kenya.

4. Kavango Zambezi TFCA (Angola,
Botswana, Namibia, Zambia, Zimbabwe)

CCl organized and co-hosted a KAZA Carnivore
Conservation Coalition workshop with over 50
participants from the five partner countries. A revised
connectivity map was produced, highlighting corridor
priorities for coordinated carnivore conservation across
the landscape.

5. WAP Landscape (Niger, Benin,
Burkina Faso)

CCl organized a workshop to revise Benin's National
Conservation Action Plan for Cheetahs and African
Wild Dogs. Twenty-two participants took part,
identifying priority conservation actions in the
context of ongoing regional instability.

6. Southern Algeria

Algeria’s National Conservation Action Plan for
Cheetahs and African Wild Dogs is scheduled for
review and update in early 2026.

7. Serengeti-Tsavo Landscape (Kenya,
Tanzania)

With WWEF, CCl established the Kenya-Tanzania
Borderlands Carnivore Coalition bringing 30
organisations together to develop an action plan
promoting collaboration for carnivores across this
transboundary landscape.



LUANGWA'S VALLEY REVIVAL.:

Preparing for the Return of Cheetahs

In 2024, we launched an exciting new project aimed to reintroduce one of Africa’s most iconic
predators—the cheetah—to its historical range in Zambia's Greater Luangwa Ecosystem.

This is a potential reintroduction project, currently in its preparatory stages, with cheetah
reintroduction planned for 2026, once all necessary conditions have been met.

Coordinated by CCI, the project is supported by three key field partners—Frankfurt Zoological
Society (FZS), Conservation South Luangwa (CSL), and Zambian Carnivore Programme
(ZCP)—in collaboration with the Department of National Parks & Wildlife (DNPW).

With strong backing from local communities and government authorities, this conservation
effort prioritizes sustainable coexistence, proactive land-use planning, and enhanced
livelihood opportunities. Together, these efforts aim to secure a thriving landscape where
both people and wildlife can sustainably coexist and prosper.

The Munyamadzi river is where the base of operations is Site recce by the CCl team with FZS, ZCP & CLS
being constructed © FZS in the Luangwa Valley, May 2024

Local Nabwalya community holding up a papers that read
‘We say yes to Cheetah Project in Nabwalaya Chiefdom’ © FZS




. CORRIDORS -

Protected areas are not typically large enough to sustain wild populations of very wide-ranging
\_ ) species. For instance, cheetahs require large areas of connected habitat - often spanning
multiple nations - to maintain healthy populations. Working with partners and stakeholders, the
CCl is working to create, maintain, and strengthen population connectivity via land use
planning, natural resource stewardship, and wildlife corridors.

CCl led functional connectivity assessments in Zambia launched strategic corridor
plans in Zimbabwe and South Africa, and worked with communities and governments in
Angola and Kenya to develop land-use strategies protecting transboundary
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COMMUNITIES

CCl continues efforts to engage with local communities to help mitigate human-wildlife conflict
and to develop and implement effective, sustainable alternative livelihood approaches.

CCl's Education and engagement programs reached schools and communities in Angola,
Benin, Zambia, and Kenya. Meanwhile, CCl strengthened relationships with local
stakeholders to foster tolerance for carnivores and improve environmental
stewardship.

Notable Initiatives:

In Benin, cheetah and leopard educational
materials were distributed in schools, and a
related documentary will support curriculum
inclusion.

In Angola, the Moxico Conservation Club was
officially launched, a joint initiative between
CCl and the Provincial Government.

200 workbooks were distributed, and

65 teachers trained during 2024.

In Kenya, a carnivore-centric education
programmes reached 13 schools in Rombo.

In Benin, a public awareness campaign on
illegal wildlife trade was scaled up as part
of the IWT-funded project "Strengthening
Measures to Combat Illegal Wildlife Trade in
the W-Arly-Pendjari Landscape,” led by the
Zoological Society of London (ZSL).

In Zambia, communities in Munyamadzi
GMA received training on land use planning
and sustainable agriculture.



| CAPACITY ~

CCl aims to establish lasting capacity within governmental wildlife authorities in cheetah ra
\_ y states to empower them to take effective action to conserve cheetahs and other large
carnivores.

National Carnivore Coordinators (NCC) Program

In late April to early May 2024, CCl hosted an
NCC Training Course in Kafue National Park
(Zambia). Training covered cheetah ecology
and research methods, wildlife corridors,
conservation education, and technical skills
in geospatial programming (QGIS) and
statistical analysis (R and R-studio), with
support from the Zambian Carnivore
Program.

NCC Project Updates
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Strengthening National Scientific Capacity

CCl supported 2 Ph.D., 4 M.Sc., and 1Honors students from five cheetah range states, advancing
knowledge on cheetah ecology and conservation threats such as tourism and poaching.
Congratulations to:

Choolwe Mulenga

who completed her M.Sc. at the University of Cape Town,
studying cheetah abundance in Kafue National Park. She
presented her findings at the ZSL Science and Conservation
Conference in London, in December 2024.

Nkosi Ngwenya

completed his honors research at the University of Fort
Hare, studying how camera trap placement affects
mammal diversity in Mpofu Nature Reserve, and will soon
begin his M.Sc. co-supervised by CCI.

Dennis Minja

completed his Ph.D., using GPS collars on 10 cheetahs near
Serengeti National Park to analyze their movements,
habitat choices, and responses to human disturbances like
tourism and pastoralism, providing crucial insights for
conservation and park management.

Aichi-Mkunde Mnenge
who successfully defended her Ph.D. proposal at Nelson
Mandela University, planning GPS collar studies on
Serengeti cheetahs to inform conservation in
human-dominated landscapes.




(© Dennis Minja

Serengeti Cheetah Project

CClI monitors cheetahs using GPS collars, revealing impacts of
human activities like roads and lodges on their movements.

Pendjari Camera Trap Study

CCI, Panthera, and African Parks Network conducted the fifth cheetah camera trap survey in Benin's
Pendjari National Park, including refresher training for field staff.

Rombo Carnivore Monitoring

CCl initiated community-based carnivore monitoring in Rombo, Kenya, confirming lions, leopards, and
hyenas, guiding corridor management and human-wildlife conflict mitigation.

Liuwa Plain Camera Trap Study

A pilot camera trap survey in Zambia's Liuwa Plain offered a
preliminary look at cheetah and prey populations. The data provide a
starting point for comparisons with unprotected areas in the region.

Sengwe Tchipise Corridor

Surveys supported by CCI found low cheetah densities, prompting a formal agreement between wildlife
authorities and local councils, with confirmed cheetah presence in this key corridor between
Gonarezhou and Kruger.



PUBLICATIONS & OUTREACH

Seven publications and major media coverage advanced global understanding of cheetah threats and solutions. CCl led
an IUCN Motion on Big Cats and advised on reintroduction efforts in Saudi Arabia and Akagera.

» Bridle, J., Balmford, A., Durant, S.M., Gregory, R.D., Pearson, R. & Purvis, A.(2025) How should we bend the curve of
biodiversity loss to build a just and sustainable future? Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society B: Biological
Sciences, 380, 20230205 doi:10.1098/rsth.2023.0205

» Durant, S.M., Ipavec. A. & Breitenmoser-Wiirsten, C. (2024) Update of the Regional Conservation Strategy for cheetah
and African wild dogs in West, Central and North Africa. CatNews 80, Summer 2024.
http://www.catsg.org/index.php?id=164

» Evangelista, P.H., Young, N.Y., Schulte, D.K., Tricorache, P.D., Luizza, M.W., Durant, S.M., Jones, K.W., Mitchell, N., Maule, T.,
Ali, AH., Tesfai, R.T. & Engelstad, P.S.(2024) Mapping illegal trade routes of live cheetahs from the Horn of Africa to the
Arabian Peninsula. Conserv. Biol., 12 10.1111/cobi.14412

» Schulte to Biihne, H., Tobias, J.A., Durant, S.M. & Pettorelli, N.(2025) Land use configuration shapes climate change
vulnerability of gallery forests in a savannah ecosystem. Glob. Ecol. Conserv., 59, e03533
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gecco.2025.e03533

» Shams, A., Farhadinia, M.S., O'Riain, M.J., Gaylard, A., Smit, M., Fraticelli, C., Koutou, M., Clement, K.B., Durant, S.M.,
Melzheimer, J. and Naude, V.N. (2024), Perilous state of critically endangered Northwest African cheetah (Acinonyx
jubatus hecki) across the Sudano-Sahel. Anim. Conserv. https://doi.org/10.1111/acv.12974

» Weir, D., Durant, S.M. Schulte to Buhne, H., Hoffmann, M., Petrovych, 0., Martinez, B.S.C., Fernandes Elizalde, S.(2024).
Conservationists must address impact of war on species and ecosystems. Nature, Vol. 634.
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-024-03341-1

» Gerstenhaber, C., Ipavec, A., Lapeyre, V., Plowman, C., Chabi-N'Diaye, Y., Tevoedjre, F.A., Amoussa, C.A., Siddo, 0.S.,
Aboubacar H.A. & Durant, S.M.(2024). lllegal wildlife trade: An analysis of carnivore products found in markets in Benin
and Niger. Glob. Ecol. Conserv., 51, e02880 https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gecco.2024.e02880

REPORTS
» [UCN/SSC 2024 Revised Regional Conservation Strategy for Cheetah and African Wild Dogs in Western, Central and
Northern Africa.

» CENAGREF 2024 Updated National Action Plan for the Conservation of Cheetah and African Wild Dogs in the republic of
Benin.

» Elizalde, S., Elizalde, D., Boa, C., Smit. D., Becker, M., Ndakala, H., Groom, R., Durant, S.(2025). Scoping report for a TFCA across
the Liuwa-Mussuma landscape. Africa Range-wide Cheetah Conservation Initiative (CCI), INBAC, GPAGRSC, ZCP, and ZSL.

CCl also convened a Big Cat Policy meeting with 21 participants from six NGOs to prepare for global biodiversity negotiations.
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