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Welcome to the latest edition of the Africa Range-wide Cheetah Conservation Initiative (CCI)

newsletter. In this issue, we provide updates on our efforts to protect Cheetah Landscapes
through our priority themes of improving connectivity, fostering coexistence, and
strengthening capacity, through a science-based approach.

Highlights include cross-border collaborations for carnivore conservation and sustainable
rangeland management, along with new plans to safeguard wildlife corridors. We've also
strengthened local community support for cheetah conservation through sporting events and
conflict mitigation. And we've welcomed new scholars into our cheetah leadership program and
continued to assist government appointed National Coordinators in implementing National
Conservation Action Plans for cheetah and African wild dog.

We hope you find this update useful and inspiring as we continue to work together to protect

cheetah as one of Africa’s most iconic species.
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CHEETAH LANDSCAPE

UPDATES

1. Greater Limpopo Transfrontier
Conservation Area

CClis supporting the African Wildlife Conservation
Fund (AWCF) in a cheetah monitoring program
spanning three key areas in this landscape, and is
helping to interpret results to inform conservation

management.
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2. Mussuma-Liuwa Landscape

Two camera trap surveys were conducted on the
Zambian side. One was a repeat survey in the Upper
West Zambezi Game Management Area, focusing on the
connectivity area with Angola during the wildebeest
migration season, and the other was a new survey
inside Liuwa Plain National Park. These surveys will
enable comparisons across three levels of protection:
completely unprotected, moderately protected, and
actively protected. Findings suggest that despite lower
wildlife density, the largely intact habitats on the
Angolan side of this landscape could serve as a
stronghold for transboundary wildlife populations if
conservation efforts are prioritized on both sides of the
 border. )

3. Horn of Africa Landscape

The second annual cheetah survey and monitoring
training workshop, part of the “Combatting lllegal
Cheetah Trafficking in the Horn of Africa” project, was
held in early 2024 in Jigjiga, in the Somali Regional
State of Ethiopia, the state recognized as a major
source of cheetah cubs for the illegal cheetah trade.
First results of questionnaire surveys across the Horn
L of Africa are currently being analysed.

4. Kavango Zambezi TFCA Landscape

CCI, with partners, is updating the KAZA Carnivore
Conservation Strategy (2024 - 2034) to ensure
maximum impact and benefit for cheetah
conservation across the landscape.

5. WAP Landscape

In collaboration with Panthera, CCl submitted a paper
on remote camera-traps data over three biennial
surveys used to generate the reliable and repeatable
estimates for cheetah in the Benin portion of the
WAP landscape. CCl also organized sporting events at
three schools on the borders of the WNP to help
increase awareness of wildlife conservation.
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6. Serengeti-Tsavo Landscape

In collaboration with WWF, CCl initiated a Carnivore
Coalition for the Kenya-Tanzania Borderlands area,
with the aim of promoting collaboration across the
transboundary landscape. Another workshop
brought together community leaders from either
side of the border to support them in resolving
issues in sharing grazing and water resources.

7. Southern Algeria Landscape

CCl had a productive visit to the Algerian Wildlife
Authorities (see Capacity section).




CORRIDORS

Protected areas are not typically large enough to sustain wild populations of
very wide-ranging species. For instance, cheetahs require large areas of
connected habitat - often spanning multiple nations - to maintain healthy
populations. Working with partners and stakeholders, the CCl is working to
create, maintain, and strengthen population connectivity via land use planning,
natural resource stewardship, and wildlife corridors.

Greater Sengwe Tshipise
corridor strategic workplan

. A CCl-supported strategic workplan for the

" Greater Sengwe Tshipise Corridor between
Gonarezhou and Kruger National Parks has
been implemented. The plan hopes to improve
the knowledge of wildlife use of the corridor,
empower communities to coexist with and
benefit from the wildlife, support antipoaching
initiatives, and inform conservation decision
making in critical areas of connectivity.

Carnivore use of Rombo
corridor, Kenya

CCl is monitoring carnivore use of Rombo - - -
Group Ranch in Kenya as a wildlife corridor
between Tsavo West National Park and other
ranches managed for wildlife. A stakeholder
workshop to initiate a Rombo Stakeholder
Forum was initiated to encourage stakeholder
involvement and gain support from both the
community and authorities.




CORRIDORS

CCl at the Cheetah Global _ . .
Summit, Ethiopia :

In January 2024, CCl attended the
Global Cheetah  Summit, the
inaugural  meeting  of an
international stakeholder group to
guide  cheetah  conservation
initiatives.

Conservation in conflict areas

~ CCl organized and led the Protection of the

Environment in relation to Armed Conflict

-~ “(PERAC) Workshop in London, December 2023.

The workshop focused on discussing ways to
advance the IUCN Resolution 42 on the PERAC,
including approaches to address armed
conflict in international environmental
conventions, identify research priorities, and
improve environmental protection in relation
to conflict. Recommendations on research,
policy, engagement and implementation of
PERAC were agreed upon at the workshop, and
a working group was established under the
IUCN Specialist Group on Environmental
Security and Conflict Law. CCI also increased
public awareness of environmental impacts of
conflict by organizing an event in collaboration
with  the IUCN World Commission on

Environmental Law - Specialist Group on
Environmental Security and Conflict Law.




COMMUNITIES

CCI continues efforts to engage with local communities to help mitigate
human-wildlife conflict and to develop and implement effective, sustainable
alternative livelihood approaches.

Engaging the Youth in Wildlife
Conservation

CCI organized sporting events for 162 school
children at three schools on the borders of the
W Benin National Park to raise awareness
about cheetah and wildlife conservation.

Human-carnivore conflict
mitigation in the Greater
Limpopo TFCA

CCl support enabled the local NGO AWCF to
secure a grant from USAID Resilience
ANCHORS to implement practical human
carnivore conflict mitigation projects in the
Zimbabwean part of the GLTFCA with the intent
to empower communities to effectively coexist
with cheetah and other large carnivores across
two landscapes.




CAPACITY ~

/- CCl aims to establish lasting capacity within governmental wildlife authorities
\. /" in cheetah range states to empower them to take effective action to conserve
cheetahs and other large carnivores.

NCCs Update

New NCC: Ms Nafissa Mahieddine, Project Manager at the General Forestry Department, was appointed
as the new National Cheetah Coordinator for Algeria.

Namibia

100 flush lights have been deployed at kraals in five villages in
Ehi-rovipuka and Omatendeka conservancies with the intent to
 test their effectiveness at preventing cheetah from

. approaching kraals and homesteads; no conflict incidents have
been reported from the villages since deployment. Also, NCC
Muzuma Uakendisa, has equipped and trained 30 rangers so
they can train farmers and community game guards in an effort
to improve accuracy of species identification and reporting.)

Kenya

A workshop to revise the National Conservation Action Plan
(NCAP) for cheetah and African wild dogs is being organised by
Kenya Wildlife Service with support from NCC, Bernard Kuloba.
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~ NCC Samna Abdoulkarimou, initiated efforts to gather
~ information on the presence of cheetah in northeast Niger

-, using camera traps.




-CAPACITY

Yekini Chabi N'Diaye

CCl supervised the ZSL Field Activities Manager who
successfully obtained his master's degree on large
carnivore community in northern Benin using bi-annual
camera trapping survey.

Defilna Ramos

Delfina joined the CCl team in Angola in 2023 as an
environmental education officer. CCl is funding her English
training program to support her growth and progression in
the conservation field.

Inacio Moco

From the CCI Angola team, was accepted into the Bachelor’s
degree program in Natural Resources Management at the
Namibia University of Science and Technology (NUST) and
with financial backing from the CCI, is now fully enrolled
and enthusiastically immersed in his studies.

Kelvin Munisi

As the project manager for the Serengeti Cheetah Project,
Kelvin intends to study for a Ph.D. related to cheetah
genetics. CCl helped Kelvin develop his research proposal
and is mentoring him as he plans to conduct research that
will help inform genetic management of cheetah
populations and identify key corridors of cheetah
movement that require protection.
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Joshua Chandimera and Kashin Tegwere
CCl is providing academic and technical support to two
undergraduate students for their cheetah and wild dog
projects based in Save Valley Conservancy, Zimbabwe.

Sandra Ponde

The Senior Carnivore Biologist for the DNPW and Parks
Ecologist for Sioma Ngwezi NP took a CCI-funded four-week
course on using R in ecological modeling.

Lucky, Given, and Kamuti Likezo

CCl supported camera trap surveys training for Lucky and
Given (affiliated with the Zambian Carnivore Program) and
Kamuti, a local community member. Kamuti was later made
responsible for a project in which he deployed, maintained,
and retrieved camera traps in Liuwa Plain National Park.
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Publications

Durant, SM, F Broekhuis, P Evangelista, P Tricorache, T Asfaw, 0 Gedow & L Marker 2023. Acinonyx
jubatus ssp. soemmeringii. The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species 2023

Gerstenhaber, C, Ipavec, A, Lapeyre, V, Plowman, C, Chabi-N'Diaye, Y, Tevoedjre, F, Amoussa, CA,
Siddo, 0S, Aboubacar, HA & Durant, SM 2024. lllegal Wildlife Trade: An analysis of carnivore products
found in markets in Benin and Niger. Global Ecology and Conservation, 51,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gecco.2024.e02880

In the News
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w3ct4npf

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jun/11/things-not-going-well-plan-to-return-che
etahs-to-india-under-fire-after-six-die-within-months
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