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- Corridors, Communities & Capacity -

The African Range-wide Cheetah Conservation Initiative (CCl) team have been
focusing on maintaining and restoring landscape connectivity. Connectivity is
critically important for a wide-ranging species such as cheetah, which requires
large areas of connected habitat for its survival. However, tackling this issue at the
scale needed by cheetah is challenging and needs to be addressed at both local and
regional scales.

We have been working at policy level with stakeholders to support the development
of regulatory frameworks to safeguard connectivity across cheetah landscapes.
More locally, we have been working to initiate, build, and maintain relationships with
citizens, communities, and governments within the CCl seven focal cheetah
landscapes to support sustainable habitat management. For example, we have
helped transboundary communities in Kenya and Tanzania to resolve a
long-standing grazing rights conflict.

This newsletter covers some of the key project activities and achievements in 2023.
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YEAR THREE AT A GLANCE

In 2023, CCI continued to work towards improving the conservation status of cheetah and

reversing population declines throughout Africa.

m Rural classrooms reactivated with CCl support

Training courses for the National Conservation Coordinators

(NCCs)

Students supported by CCl's Cheetah Conservation Scholarship

Camera traps deployed in a survey for a potential TFCA
between Liuwa and Mussuma

Camera traps deployed in the Pendjari National Park in Benin
as part pf the Pendjari Cheetah Monitoring Project

Participants from the Horn of Africa attended the first Cheetah
Survey and Monitoring Workshop

Recommendations to conserve cheetah in the Horn of Africa
proposed - and accepted - at the Second Meeting of the Africa
Range States of the Joint CITES-CMS African Carnivore Initiative

National Conservation Coordinators (NCCs) supported by CCl,
across 12 range states

Copies of Human Carnivore Coexistence guide printed in
Angola

Additional collars placed on cheetahs as part of CCl's

long-term monitoring program in Serengeti National Park




An effective “cheetah landscape” is large enough to sustain cheetah populations in the long
term. Landscapes may need to span multiple countries to provide the large areas of habitat
needed for sufficient prey and resources to support viable cheetah populations.

The enormous size of these landscapes requires large scale conservation efforts, including
support from the governments of all countries involved. CCl works in seven landscapes that
span the African continent.
A few key highlights:

1

2 Mussuma-Liuwa Landscape

Greater Limpopo Transfrontier

Conservation Area
CCl provided baseline scientific data to a strategic

workplan in the Sengwe-Tsipise Corridor, which
will guide the development of land use plans and
community conservation initiatives.

Camera trap surveys between Liuwa(Zambia) and
Mussuma (Angola) provided more insight into
species presence in these little studied areas. Data
collected between 2021 and 2023 will be used to
support future conservation actions in both
countries.

3 Horn of Africa

CCl worked with partners to design and conduct
the first Cheetah Survey and Monitoring Workshop
in Ethiopia.

4 Kavango Zambezi TFCA Landscape

CCl worked with schools in the Luengue Luiana
National Park to improve baseline learning
standards in areas such as wildlife conservation,
and strengthened our relationships with the
Angolan government by meeting with several key
representatives to discuss support for cheetah
conservation and related education programs led
by CCI.

5 WAP Landscape

CCl pursued the biennial monitoring survey of the
Pendjari NP cheetah population in Northern Benin.

6 Serengeti-Tsavo Landscape

Six collars were removed from cheetahs and four
collars fitted to new individuals as part of CClI's
long-term monitoring of the cheetah populationin
the Serengeti National Park.



CORRIDORS

Protected areas are not typically large enough to sustain wild populations. Wide-ranging cheetahs
require large areas of connected habitat - often spanning multiple nations - to maintain healthy
populations. Working with partners and stakeholders, the CCl is working to create, maintain, and
strengthen population connectivity via land use planning, natural resource stewardship, and wildlife
corridors.

Support for Transboundary
Sharing of Resources in the
Kenya-Tanzania Borderlands

Through the BIOPAMA Programme, CCI / ZSL has been
working closely with partners Oikos East Africa,
Instituto Oikos and the Southern Rift Association of
Land Owners (SORALO) on the ‘Tushumu’ Project
supporting a wildlife corridor on the Kenya-Tanzania
border. The project has supported pastoralist
communities on the sharing of water and grazing
resources across the boundary, especially important
and sensitive during periods of drought.
This is complemented by cross-border efforts to support women’s livelihoods through training in
leatherworking and Market-Place Literacy. The project has worked to build resilience within the
pastoralist communities as they face climate change impacts, such as drought and flooding, and loss of
livestock to carnivores. In collaboration with WWF, a transboundary Carnivore Coalition also now seeks to
promote collaboration in these vital borderlands.

CCl Leads the Way at
International Conventions and Panels

1. Submitted a report on the status of cheetah in
the Horn of Africa to the Joint Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species of
Wildlife Fauna and Flora - Convention on the
Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals
(CITES-CMS) African Carnivore |Initiative (ACI),
which describes the precarious situation of the
Northeast African cheetah, and the impact of trade
on the remaining population. The report includes 14
recommendations to help conserve cheetah in the
Horn of Africa, which were accepted at the Second
Meeting of the Range States of the Joint
CITES-CMS ACI, held in May 2023 in Uganda.

2. Submitted the first International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List assessment of
Acinonyx jubatus soemmeringii, with a recommendation that it should be categorised as Endangered.

3. Presented an overview of big cat status and introduced the CITES Cheetah Trade Resource Kit and
related materials at the CITES Big Cat Task Force meeting in Uganda. CCl worked with Parties and other
non-governmental organizations to develop a series of key recommendations to combat illegal trade in
big cats. Six NCCs attended from Angola, Benin, Namibia, Niger, South Sudan, and Zimbabwe.

4. Continued to play a key role in international groups focused on cheetah and large carnivore
conservation, including the Asiatic and African cheetah working groups and the Connectivity working
group for CMS, as well as the IUCN-SSC Cat Specialist Group.



COMMUNITIES

CCI continues efforts to engage with local communities to help mitigate
human-wildlife conflict and to develop and implement effective, sustainable
alternative livelihood approaches.

lllegal Wildlife Trade

Awareness in Benin

A CCl-led campaign has helped bring attention
toillegal wildlife trade, particularly that of large
carnivores, in Northern Benin. With the help of
partners and the Benin NCC Gregoire Djissonon
CCl developed a documentary and information
materials to raise awareness among public bus
drivers and passengers. The video will be
projected on all main bus companies’ TV
screens at main transport hubs in Benin.

Human Carnivore
Coexistence Guide Available

CCl has finalized the Human Carnivore
Coexistence guide for central and east Angola,
which aims to provide guidance to authorities
and farmers and livestock owners when faced
with carnivore conflicts.



CAPACITY

CCl aims to establish lasting capacity within governmental wildlife authorities
in cheetah range states to empower them to take effective action to conserve
cheetahs and other large carnivores.

Highlights from the National
Carnivore Coordinators (NCCs)

CCl continues to support 12 NCCs as they
implement regional conservation strategies
and national action plans in their respective
countries. We support the NCCs with formal
training, attendance at large international
meetings, and mentorship from CCI's Regional
Coordinators, who help them develop projects
related to the implementation of their
country’s National Conservation Action Plan.

Angola: Hilaria Machado launched “Top 10+1,” a campaign that has celebrities act as wildlife
ambassadors to bring attention to threatened species.

Benin: Gregoire Djissonon initiated awareness raising activities for military units collaborating with
rangers in the country’s national parks about the importance of cheetah conservation and the legal
framework for protected areas.

Chad: Bemadjim Etienne created and updated a centralized national database that will be accessible
to all the country’s institutions involved with cheetah and African wild dog conservation.

Ethiopia: Daniel Zinabu is currently organizing training for law enforcement agencies, specifically near
illegal cheetah trade hotspots and trafficking routes.

Namibia: Muzuma Uakendisa installed satellite internet infrastructure and service at the Ombonde
Research and Monitoring Camp in the Ehi-rovipuka Conservancy of Kunene, so rangers can upload
SMART patrol data.

South Sudan: Isaac Solomon is initiating a program to improve awareness of the country’s wildlife,
focusing on cheetah and African wild dog, at schools and universities around Juba.

Zambia: Terry Njovu undertook training courses to help with monitoring cheetah and their prey,
including camera trapping for wildlife research and monitoring and using the statistical program R for
ecological modelling.

Zimbabwe: Rose Mandisodza initiated a national cheetah survey in early 2023 in partnership with
WILDCru, which will provide an up-to-date estimate of the distribution and population status of
cheetah in the country. She also provided cheetah and African wild dog information booklets and
banners to the ZimParks extension officers to be disseminated at meetings.



CAPACITY

Celebrities, Conservation
and Cheetahs

Well-known Angolan actors, performers, and
musicians embraced a different type of role
this year: wildlife ambassadors.

As part of a new unique conservation
campaign known as “Top 10+1", celebrities were
featured in videos bringing awareness to
Angolan animals under threat, including
cheetah and African wild dogs.

Led by the Institute for Biodiversity and
Conservation and Angolan NCC Hilaria
Machado, the campaign will feature nine more
species, including the lion, elephant, and
pangolin.

CCI Cheetah Conservation Scholarship

CCl supports several students selected in Year 2 as they initiated their graduate programs earlier this

year.

Aichi Mkunde
(Tanzania)
Nelson Mandela University

Choolwe Mulenga
(Zambia)
University of Cape Town

Shadrach Mwaba
(Zambia)
Nelson Mandela University

Nkosi Ngwenya
(Zimbabwe)
University of Fort Hare
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CCl also supervised, trained, and provided financial and logistical support for numerous
undergraduate and graduate students throughout the seven cheetah landscapes.

Inacio Mogo

Interned with the Zambian
Carnivore Programme through
a CCI-ZCP collaboration, plans
to pursue his bachelor's
degree in environmental
management at the Namibia
University of Science and
Technology.

Hilaria Machado
CCl provided financial and
scientific support to Angola’s
NCC, who has completed her
Master of Science thesis,
which focused on large
carnivore conservation in
Angola.

Dennis Minja

Pursuing his PhD with the
University of Glasgow and the
Institute of Zoology at ZSL with
the support of CCl, which will
aim to better understand how
the carnivores respond to the
pastoralists around the edge of
Serengeti National Park and
high densities of tourists
within the park.

Uakendisa Muzuma
With support from CCI, the
Namibian NCC continues his
PhD research on wildlife
connectivity and dispersal to
better understand human-lion
coadaptation, which has
implications for cheetah
conservation.

Horn of Africa Cheetah
Monitoring and Capacity
Building Workshop

CCl has long supported the fight against
cheetah trafficking in the Horn of Africa, for
instance, through the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species
(CITES) and the Convention on Migratory
Species (CMS). We now add to those ongoing
efforts with a new collaborative Cheetah in the
Horn of Africa project, led by Colorado State
University (CSU) and funded by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service. The project aims to build
capacity within all the governments of the Horn
of Africa to enable them to survey and monitor
their cheetah populations and their prey.

In early 2023, representatives from multiple nations within the Horn of Africa came together for training
of regional wildlife managers on how to survey cheetah and other wildlife. The 22 workshop participants
returned to their communities and are now conducting the surveys so we have a better understanding
of cheetah population size and habitat needs in the Horn of Africa. /




EDUCALION

Produced and printed multiple copies of two workbooks
designed to improve literacy, mathematical and spatial
skills in school children in rural Angola, and increase their
knowledge of conservation in their country.

Developing an educational booklet that teaches primary
school students in northern Benin about cheetah and
leopard and their conservation in an engaging, accessible,
and scientifically accurate way

Developed a press kit on cheetah conservation status in I

Benin for stakeholders, including key government agencies

Coordinates the Conservation Education Network, which consists of
organisations involved in conservation education, to promote the
sharing of education ideas, results and resources, and to improve
impact.
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