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We are delighted to report that the Range Wide
Conservation Program for Cheetah and African Wild Dogs
has secured another five years of support, thanks to the
generosity of the Howard G Buffett Foundation. Over the
next phase of the project, we aim to deliver conservation
impacts through three pathways that are essential to
successful, sustainable, and landscape-scale conservation
of large carnivores: Corridors, Communities and Capacity.

We will work to secure connectivity and foster
coexistence between carnivores and people across our
four existing cheetah landscapes; we will add three new
landscapes to the program; and we aim to restore
cheetah to at least one landscape where they have been
extirpated. We will further strengthen capacity through
our training and mentoring program for National
Coordinators and we will put in place a new MSc and PhD
leadership program to train young African conservation
professionals in cheetah conservation. Our approach will
be science led, and we will continue to undertake
research to provide the knowledge needed to inform
decision makers and deliver effective conservation at
scale to support cheetahs and other wildlife.

We will continue to be focused on cheetahs, while also building on synergies across all large carnivores; especially
African wild dog, which faces similar challenges to cheetah. However, as we enter this new phase, and step up our
activities, we are adopting a shorter and more memorable name: We will now be known as the African Range-wide
Cheetah Conservation Initiative (CCl).

Over the coming five years, CCl will be looking to provide even greater support to you, our stakeholders and
partners, in developing and implementing projects on the ground. Strong and sustainable African institutional
capacity, including in governments and local NGOs, is crucial for conservation across the large landscapes needed
by cheetahs and other wide-ranging large carnivores.



Cheetah Landscapes: A Look Back at Phase 3
(December 2016 — December 2020)

Despite the extraordinary challenges presented by the global
pandemic in the final year of Phase 3, the last four years have been
defined by our program’s accomplishments on local, national, and
international levels. The next phase will build upon these successes
and continue to forge the path towards the conservation of the large
landscapes that support cheetah and other large carnivores.
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the threats facing the cheetah population in the area.

National Carnivore Coordinators

Currently, 14 countries, 11 of which are found within the four cheetah landscapes, have demonstrated government
support for these delineated areas by appointing a National Carnivore Coordinator (NCC), which coordinates the
implementation of their respective country’s national conservation action plan (NCAP) for cheetah and African wild
dogs. We have developed and provided training and mentoring programs and have provided continual support to the 14
NCCs to help them acquire the skills and knowledge to fulfill their responsibilities. Over the past several years, the NCCs
have carried out 30 projects that have supported the conservation of cheetahs and African wild dogs within their
countries, ranging from education and awareness campaigns to human-wildlife conflict mitigation efforts.

International Policy

Over the past several years, we have engaged in many of the major meetings of the Convention on International Trade
in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) to ensure illegal trade in cheetah was addressed; advocated for
international support for the adoption of the UN International Law Commissions 24 legal principles to protect the
environment in relation to armed conflict; and become increasingly involved with the Convention on the Conservation
of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS). The program's actions on the international scale, for example, contributing
to the development of the CMS-CITES African Carnivore Initiative, help foster policies that promote cheetah and wild
dog conservation.




Forging Ahead: Phase 4

Starting in 2021, the CCl will focus its activities in the four landscapes selected in Phase 3, add three new landscapes

to the program, and work to restore cheetah to at least one landscape where they have become extirpated. The next

five years will focus on all seven focal areas in an effort to improve the status of cheetah and reverse declines in their

populations and establish lasting capacity and leadership for cheetah conservation across the range states where the
CCl will work in order to build local institutional sustainability for conservation action.

Corridors

Wide-ranging cheetah and African wild dogs require large
areas of habitat — often spanning multiple nations - to
maintain healthy populations. However, protected areas
are not typically large enough to sustain wild populations.
Working with partners and stakeholders, the CCI will
create, maintain, and strengthen population connectivity
via land use planning, natural resource stewardship, and
wildlife corridors.

Communities

As the African human population increases, so do
opportunities for human wildlife conflict. Engaging
with local communities to foster human-wildlife
coexistence and sustainable development is a critical
component of biodiversity conservation. The CCl will
work with local communities to help mitigate
human-wildlife conflict and to develop and
implement effective, sustainable alternative
livelihood approaches.

Capacity

To strengthen national scientific capacity for large
carnivore conservation, the CCl will invest in the next
generation of African scientists and conservationists
through studentships, student support programs, training
and mentoring programs, and practitioner training. The
CCl will also work to increase capacity within the
government wildlife authorities in cheetah range states to
support conservation actions on the national level.




During Phase 3, the RWCP team members authored or co-authored 40 papers and book chapters. Key papers from
the past five years include:
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For more information visit:
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