
 

RWCP Newsletter #6 - October 2019  
Working together to make space for Cheetah and African Wild Dogs  

Dear RWCP friends, 

Here is our latest RWCP newsletter, bringing you an update on our activities over recent months. This 

includes reporting on exciting progress in our Cheetah Landscapes - which will not just benefit cheetahs, 

but also African wild dogs and other wide-ranging large carnivores.  

As readers know, conservation can sometimes feel like an uphill struggle, with many setbacks along the 

way. A recent such setback for cheetahs occurred at the CITES COP, when important decisions to 

combat illegal trade in live cheetah put forward by Kenya and Ethiopia, and with strong support from 

other cheetah range countries, were turned down by Parties. Unfortunately, the very scarcity of 

cheetahs, whereby only a few hundred cheetah survive in the Horn of Africa, means that demand 

countries deem trade as too low to impact cheetah populations. When, in reality, any trade is enough to 

push some of the tiny vulnerable populations in the region to extinction. Despite this disappointment, 

we will continue to work with our governmental and NGO colleagues to address this critical issue.  

For more information, see https://news.mongabay.com/2019/09/cheetahs-cites-and-illegal-trade-are-

consumer-countries-doing-enough-commentary/  

On a more positive note, in July the United Nations International Law Commission (ILC), after six years of 

work, adopted 28 legal principles on the protection of the environment in relation to armed conflict. If 

these principles are implemented, then they will help reduce environmental damage from conflicts, 

safeguarding both wildlife and people, and provide for the restoration of ecosystems after conflicts. The 

RWCP led on a letter to Nature in support of the ILC’s work in this area 

(https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-02248-6).    

https://news.mongabay.com/2019/09/cheetahs-cites-and-illegal-trade-are-consumer-countries-doing-enough-commentary/
https://news.mongabay.com/2019/09/cheetahs-cites-and-illegal-trade-are-consumer-countries-doing-enough-commentary/
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-02248-6


Readers might also be interested in an article we published on 29th July on bridging the divide between 

scientists and decision-makers (https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/10.1098/rstb.2019.0011). This 

article came out of a joint effort between the RWCP and National Coordinators, and provides a 

framework to improve engagement between scientists and managers, that should, ultimately, benefit 

both conservation and science. Please contact the RWCP team if you would like a copy of the full article.  

I hope you find our newsletter informative and I look forward to continuing to work with you over the 

coming months on our joint efforts to safeguard cheetah and wild dog populations across Africa.  

Happy reading 

Sarah Durant 

EASTERN AFRICA 

Human-Carnivore Co-Existence in Ngorongoro - trialling a toolkit for 

human-carnivore conflict mitigation in Tanzania  

 

1 - A Human-Carnivore Conflict Toolkit to be adapted to Ngorongoro Conservation Area in Tanzania. (Image credit: RWCP)  

With initial support from Asilia the RWCP is about to start trialling a human-carnivore conflict toolkit in 

Ngorongoro Conservation Area - a part of the Serengeti ecosystem in which communities are living 

alongside wildlife. The toolkit has built on and adapted existing kits, notably the Wildlife Conservation 

Network's Lion Conflict Toolkit, to promote good practice in mitigating for conflict with all large 

carnivores and in different contexts (at the boma / kraal, at pasture, water, etc.). As requested by local 

community leaders, we will derive lessons from traditional methods of conflict mitigation as practiced 

by the Maasai of Ngorongoro and use this to adapt the toolkit template to the local context. The kit will 

then provide a platform for training rangers and engaging communities together, and collaboratively 

identify ways to reduce conflict with carnivores. (Nick Mitchell)  

https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/10.1098/rstb.2019.0011


Review of land use mapping and planning in Northern Tanzania 

 

2 - Land use plans in Longido, Tanzania, as pieced together by Tanzania Wildlife Research Institute ('settlement and cultivation' 

in orange, 'settlement and grazing' in light brown, 'town' in purple and open grazing land in grey - showing the danger of 

rangeland connectivity being severed if settlement and cultivation are allowed to expand) (Image credit: TAWIRI). 

 

3 - The National Stakeholders’ Workshop on Land Use Planning in Important Conservation Areas, August 15-16, 2019, in 

Dodoma, Tanzania (Image Credit: USAID PROTECT). 

RWCP helps to initiate a review of land use planning in important conservation areas in Tanzania 

The RWCP and Tanzania Wildlife Research Institute (TAWIRI) have been working together to review the 

status of land use plans across northern Tanzania. This is providing an overview of the current status of 

land use plans already in place, and identifying gaps that communities may wish to address. It also helps 

us to understand the state of the connectivity of the landscape and land use that is so relevant for wide 

ranging carnivores such as cheetah and wild dogs. Inspired by this project, a Tanzania National 

Stakeholders’ Workshop on Land Use Planning in Important Conservation Areas was convened by 

PROTECT, USAID and the the National Land Planning Commission (NLUPC), with support from the RWCP. 

The meeting was held in August, in the nation’s capital, Dodoma, and brought together 55 participants 

from different government ministries and agencies, researchers, and local and international NGOs. 

Stakeholder inputs were gathered for developing a national framework with guidelines to address land 

use planning issues and to develop a new National Land Use Policy. The meeting concluded with a 



strong focus on the need to facilitate a more connected landscape-scale planning than has hitherto been 

possible, and this extends to the need to address the transboundary planning of natural resource use.  

SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Keeping Kafue in KAZA, Zambia 

After facing some unplanned delays with the IUCN Save Our Species-funded Keeping Kafue in KAZA 

project in 2018, we have now finally been able to get it off the ground and are making good progress! 

We are very happy to announce that Mr Evans Nsende has been employed as the new Project Manager 

and is already very busy with the planning of our next activities to push the implementation of the 

project forward. Following a very successful planning meeting with the traditional leadership from three 

chiefdoms in the project area beginning of 2019, we are currently facilitating a tour of the chiefdoms for 

the chiefs to introduce the concept of a community conservancy and seek the approval for these plans 

from their people. This initial tour will be followed by extensive community consultation to discuss 

potential conservancy boundaries and zonation into wildlife, agricultural and human development areas. 

We are very excited to start this conversation with local communities in the next couple of months, so 

that we can help support these communities to gaiin benefits from the wildlife on their door step. This is 

an important step on the path towards establishing a connected landscape from the heart of the 

Kavango-Zambezi Transfrontier Conservation area to the wildlife populations of Kafue National Park in 

Zambia! (Kristina Kesch)  

 

4 - In April 2019, we held a meeting in Livingstone, Zambia, with the traditional leadership of three chiefdoms to plan the 

community consultation to be conducted soon. 

RWCP activities in Angola 

The RWCP team in Angola continues to be busy with several different projects in support of 

conservation planning efforts across the country. Currently, our team is preparing a public consultation 

meeting to finalize the Bicuar National Park Management Plan in early May, concluding a long process of 

information gathering, surveys and data analysis. This plan will support the sustainable development of 

this extraordinary park, and recover its wildlife, including its newly discovered packs of wild dogs. The 

team is further finalizing a report on the Luando Natural Integral Reserve Mammal Survey of 2018, 

where several exciting discoveries were made for this conservation area. Apart from the mighty giant 

sable, the team found an encouraging variety of species, including forest buffalo, leopards, sitatunga 



and three different individuals of melanistic serval! Unfortunately, cheetah seem no longer to occur in 

the reserve and wild dog range has been reduced to a small part of the reserve ’s southern tip. We are 

planning to find out more about this remnant population in a complementary survey in 2019!  

 

5 - One of three individual melanistic servals captured on camera trap during the Luando Natural Integral Reserve Mammal 

Survey 2018. 

 

6 - Forest buffalo captured on camera trap during the Luando Natural Integral Reserve Mammal Survey 2018. 

Meanwhile, the team is preparing the 2019 dry season field work in the central and eastern parts of the 

country to find out more about the remnant population of wild dogs south of Luando Reserve, and in 

search of the elusive populations of cheetah, African wild dogs and other carnivore and their prey in one 

of Angola’s remotest areas. Slowly but surely, and in close collaboration with the  Angolan Government 

and other partners, the team continues to fill some of the 40 year-long knowledge gaps the Angolan civil 

war has left in the country’s wildlife estate. (Sara Fernandes & David Elizalde) 

 

7 - A lot of our field work in Angola is being conducted by motorbike as road networks are poor and often only single tracks have 

been cleared from land mines that are still a common threat in certain parts of the country. 



Official endorsement of National Conservation Action Plans for Cheetah 

and African Wild Dogs 

We are very happy to announce that both the Zambian and the Zimbabwean Governments have 

officially endorsed the newly revised National Conservation Action Plans for Cheetah and African Wild 

Dogs for their respective countries! We have been supporting the National Carnivore Coordinators Mrs 

Roseline Mandisodza-Chikerema (Zimbabwe) and Mr Twakundine Simpamba (Zambia) with the revision 

of their plans and are very grateful for their unstinting efforts to get both plans offici ally endorsed. The 

NAPs, as we call these plans in short, can now be used to guide future conservation efforts for both 

species and provide a good framework for activities for several years to come. (Kristina Kesch) 

 

8 - Cover page of the newly revised National Conservation Action Plan for Cheetah and African Wild Dogs in Zimbabwe. 



 

9 - Cover page of the newly revised National Conservation Action Plan for Cheetah and African Wild Dogs in Zambia.  

NORTHERN, WESTERN AND CENTRAL AFRICA 

Big Cats Survey in Pendjari NP, Benin 

Audrey IPAVEC, coordinator for the Northern, Western and Central Africa office of the RWCP, Vincent 

LAPEYRE, Technical Advisor for ZSL and Philipp HENSCHEL, Panthera coordinator for West and Ce ntral 

Africa have initiated the second camera trapping survey from January to July 2019 in the Pendjari 

National Park, Benin. Thanks to the financial collaboration with the IUCN Cat SSG and the support of 

African Parks Network, 100 Panthera V6 camera trap (CTs) have been deployed across the Park in order 

to assess and monitor big cat populations. A Benin student at the University of Abomey-Calavi and a 

research assistant were recruited and provided with training by the RWCP to help undertake this study. 

The whole set of camera traps has been recently removed and some great pictures already came out . 

(Audrey Ipavec) 



 

 

 



 

 

RWCP activities in Niger 

Because of the vulnerability of marginalised communities living around the WAP (W-Arly-Pendjari NP) 

Cheetah Landscape, generating livelihoods to reduce pressure on wildlife is seen as a priority in this 

landscape. Thus, since 2018, Abdoulkarim Samna, the Niger NCC, continues his dedicated support to 

local honey producers, to provide them with bottles and tags, to help increase sales at local markets. 

The tags are designed using a cheetah picture to highlight linkages between honey production in this 

region and cheetah conservation. (Audrey Ipavec) 

 

10 - Cheetah depicted on the ZSL-RWCP "around the WAP chetah landscape" honey bottles. 



This newsletter presents a very few highlights of the RWCP team work. If you want to know more on 

what is going on backstage or get any help or support with cheetah and wild dog work, please contact 

your regional coordinator. 

• Project Leader    Sarah DURANT sarah.durant@zsl.org                                        

• African Wild Dog Scientific Advisor    Rosie WOODROFFE rosie.woodroffe@zsl.org 

• NWC Africa Office    Audrey IPAVEC audrey-rwcp@zsl.org   

• Eastern Africa Office     Nick MITCHELL nick-rwcp@zsl.org 

• Southern Africa Office    Rosemary GROOM rosemary-rwcp@zsl.org    

Facebook      RangeWideConservationProgramforCheetahandWildDog 

Twitter           rwcprog 

Web               cheetahandwilddog.org 
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