
Dear RWCP friends,

You well know the massive challenges that we face conserving elusive wide-ranging low

density large carnivores across the massive landscapes they need for their survival.

Thus, the recent progress made in securing two of our four Cheetah Landscapes brings

some much needed hope. The agreement to establish a community conservancy in an

important wildlife corridor connecting Kafue National Park in Zambia to the rest of the

KAZA landscape is an important first step in maintaining connectivity in this landscape.

While progress in developing a wide-reaching framework and financial plan for action to

secure the WAP landscape across a wide network of stakeholders in Benin, Niger and

Burkina Faso is a significant step forward in this region. Ultimately, though, if these

landscapes are to work, both for wildlife and for people, we need a paradigm shift in

how to foster human wildlife coexistence. The workshop in Kenya, where a group of

human wildlife conflict experts gathered together to think about new pathways to help

nudge people towards greater tolerance of wildlife, provided some important insights

into how to make this happen. In other developments, I was personally delighted to be

able to return to Parc W in Niger (the site of the western, central and northern Africa

regional strategic planning workshop in 2012) and join our colleagues from the Tropical

Biology Association for our second training course for National Cheetah Coordinators.

This training programme has provided an important opportunity to, not only provide

formal training on skills needed for conserving cheetah and African wild dogs, but also

foster south-south relationships and provide opportunities for learning from each other.

Finally, we can all be cheered by the news that the Minister of Natural Resources and

Tourism has agreed to consider cheetah as a Species of Special Conservation Concern in

Tanzania. This will provide significant new resources towards conserving cheetah in

Tanzania.

Happy reading!

Sarah Durant
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EASTERN AFRICA

THE LARGE CARNIVORES OF TSAVO-TO-AMBOSELI

With KWS in the lead, the participants devised initial objectives for a Tsavo Conservation Area 
ecosystem plan for the research and conservation of large carnivores.

The larger Tsavo Conservation Area will be the focus of the action plan but it will

maintain strong attention on Tsavo's connectivity to nearby carnivore strongholds and

the need for landscape connectivity for the movement and dispersal of large carnivores.

This is in keeping with Kenya's 2017 Wildlife Migratory Corridors and Dispersal Areas

report which highlights the corridors between Amboseli and Tsavo/Chyulu as 'highly

threatened' and in need of attention. Those corridors also represent the narrowest

section of our so-called Serengeti-to-Tsavo Cheetah Landscape, straddling the Tanzania-

Kenya border. We hope to work with Mkomazi in Tanzania to mirror the workshop in

Tsavo and to seek ways of supporting Kenya-Tanzania transboundary conservation for

carnivores. (Nick Mitchell)

Alongside Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS) and ZSL-Kenya, the RWCP Eastern African Office

held a workshop on the large carnivores of Tsavo-to-Amboseli landscape. The meeting

resulted in the first steps towards Kenya's first ecosystem action plan for large

carnivores.



EASTERN AFRICA

The CoExist group assembled, without serious conflict, near Nairobi, to debate what needs to change in 
order to coexist with large carnivores..

COEXIST - A PAN-AFRICAN HUMAN-CARNIVORE COEXISTENCE EXPERT GROUP

Under the title of CoExist, the RWCP drew together a group of experts on human-

carnivore conflict / coexistence to debate what could constitute ‘pathways’ of change

towards coexistence between people and large carnivores in Africa. This inaugural

meeting was held near Nairobi in Kenya, but group membership was intentionally broad

with people coming from across Africa, from Europe and from Asia. The aims of the

workshop were focused on building a theory of change, i.e. what needs to change in

order for us to attain coexistence between people and large carnivores. The participants

started by identifying the barriers to coexistence and then brainstormed pathways of

change required to overcome these obstacles. We are currently bringing the results

together for a jointly-authored publication. (Nick Mitchell)



EASTERN AFRICA

WORLD WILDLIFE DAY – BIG CATS – PREDATORS UNDER THREAT

After a March for Big Cats, Eastern African Coordinator, Nick Mitchell, delivers a speech at World Wildlife Day, Dodoma, 

Tanzania.

This would be akin to the conservation status of elephants and rhinos and could see

government resources channeled to support the species. Official recognition requires a

process of several steps, but we are given fresh hope by Tanzania’s willingness to stand

up for cheetah conservation. (Nick Mitchell)

This was the title of this year’s World Wildlife Day on March 3rd, and of the many ways

it was celebrated around the world, one example is pictured here – in Tanzania’s
capital city, Dodoma. The RWCP Eastern African Coordinator, Nick Mitchell was invited

to join a march for carnivores, and to make a speech to the Minister of Natural

Resources and Tourism. He was heartened to hear the minister’s public response that

the government would agree to recognise the cheetah as a ‘Species of Special

Conservation Concern’ in Tanzania.



NORTHERN, WESTERN & CENTRAL AFRICA

NATIONAL CHEETAH COORDINATORS (NCCS)  - SECOND TRAINING COURSE 

Niger, 22nd -28th November 2018

Participants attending the Second Training Course for NCCs, titled 

“Essential Skills for Cheetah & African Wild Dog Conservation Managers”.

Following the first training course for the NCCs held in Tanzania from the 20th February

to the 3rd March 2017, the second training course was held in Niger from the 22nd to the

28th November 2017. This course is the second of three courses that have been planned

to be provided to the eleven National Cheetah Coordinators (NCCs) of the cheetah

landscape countries. Skills sessions included fundraising for conservation,

communicating conservation impacts, communicating to diverse audiences, GIS and the

cheetah landscape data, and enhancing livelihoods of local communities.

The last theme was illustrated through a field

trip that allowed NCCs to visit the

beneficiaries of an alternative livelihoods

honey production project in Niger, partly

supported by the RWCP, where they gained

useful insights on how to run similar projects

in their home countries. (Audrey Ipavec)

Cheetah conservation-friendly honey made in the 

Periphery of the W park, Niger (Weregorou

village)



NORTHERN, WESTERN & CENTRAL AFRICA

WAP Cheetah Landscape in West Africa

National stakeholders meeting

Participants to the WAP Cheetah landscape stakeholder meetings in Niger, Burkina Faso and Benin, includingthe

Protected Areas periphery main communities representatives and wildlife division authorities.

The NWC Africa Regional Coordinator and the three NCCs (Abdoulkarim SAMNA – Niger,

Emmanuel SAWADOGO – Burkina Faso and Grégoire DJISSONON – Benin) held their

respective national meeting from January to March 2018. Discussions have highlighted

the issue of land use intensifying around the WAP complex and the decreasing potential

for wildlife corridors as well as urgent need to alleviate poverty in the vicinity of

protected areas. Then, while identifying main threats faced across the cheetah

landscape (loss of habitat and biodiversity around the Park, traditional and cultural

negative behaviours against wildlife and poverty), participants selected the most

efficient income generating activities that had the most potential to improve livelihoods

and reduce the pressure on land and wildlife at the edge of the park boundaries. The

reports, including the outcome‐focussed logical framework and the correspondent

financial plan, are being finalised and will be released soon. (Audrey Ipavec)



SOUTHERN AFRICA

ADVENTURES IN ANGOLA

The RWCP has been busy with numerous projects in Angola, including completing the

fieldwork and data processing for the Quiçama National Park survey we reported on in

the last newsletter. Data is still being analysed and the final report will be available in

May. Excitingly, we managed to confirm the presence in the park of the thought-to-

beextirpated forest buffalo, but sadly found no sign of cheetah or wild dog. We are

underway with the survey work for the Bicuar National Park management plan, which

we are aiming to complete by the end of the year. And starting in May, we’ll be busy in

the field with a large mammal survey in Cangandala National Park (home of the

legendary giant sable) and Luando Integral Reserve where we have high hopes of finding

evidence of wild dogs, and hopefully cheetah too. Through the support of a very

generous private donor, we have managed to purchase a brand new field vehicle for all

this work! (Rosemary Groom)

On the hunt for cheetah and wild dogs in Angola; the generosity of a private donor has provided a vehicle 

dedicated to the work.



SOUTHERN AFRICA

KEEPING KAFUE IN KAZA, ZAMBIA

This project is one of 18 priority projects of the KAZA Carnivore Conservation Coalition,

and aims to establish a community conservancy in the gap between Simalaha

Conservancy and Sichifulo GMA south of Kafue National Park in Zambia, in order to

restore and maintain connectivity for wildlife in this key area. To date, the RWCP has led

the process to get this going, together with colleagues from Panthera and Peace Parks

Foundation, and participation from the Zambian Department of National Parks and

Wildlife, the Ministry of Tourism and Arts and the KAZA structures. Two big stakeholder

meetings have been held in recent months, including all four chiefs involved in the area.

Significant progress has been made, with the chiefs agreeing on a community

conservancy and the next steps for making this happen, which involve extensive

community consultation with regards to boundaries and zonation, and further

community sensitization to ensure full buy-in. This is an exciting development which will

hopefully result in functioning connectivity between the Greater Kafue and the Chobe

Linyanti Ecosystems, right in the heart of the KAZA TFCA. (Rosemary Groom)

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Participants attending the connectivity workshop in Zambia.



DISTRIBUTION AND NUMBERS OF CHEETAH IN SOUTHERN AFRICA

A new paper presents the compilation of

extensive telemetry data coupled with nearly

20,000 additional observations from 39

sources that show that free-ranging cheetahs

were present across approximately 789,700

km2 of Namibia, Botswana, South Africa, and

Zimbabwe (56%, 22%, 12% and 10%

respectively) from 2010 to 2016, with an

estimated adult population of 3,577 animals.

It’s open

access https://peerj.com/articles/4096.pdf

https://peerj.com/articles/4096.pdf


CHEETAH AND WILD DOG SPOTTING ON iNATURALIST.org

We need your sightings please!

We are making a particular call for African wild dog sightings now as we’re building up

the range-wide database again. We welcome additions of either species to our

iNaturalist page here: http://www.inaturalist.org/projects/cheetah-and-wild-dog-

spotting but even if you don’t have a photo and you’re sure of the identification and

location, then please do tell us of your sighting - we need all the sightings we can get to

maintain our global database. The two sightings here are both from Kruger National Park

and while we’re interested in any location, it is of course those from the less usual sites

that sightings are most useful. In any case, please download the iNaturalist app so you’ll
be instantly ready to record any cheetah or wild dog (or any bit of the natural world)

that strays unexpectedly across you path – the app will record the location, date and

time automatically for you and we’ll get an automatic notification so you won’t need to

send us anything. Thanks very much if you can help. (iNaturalist photos licenced under

the Creative Commons Public Licence.) (Nick Mitchell)

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
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This newsletter presents a very few highlights of the RWCP team work. If you want to know more on

what is going on backstage or get any help or support with cheetah and wild dog work, please contact

your regional coordinator.

https://www.facebook.com/RangeWideConservationProgramforCheetahandWildDog/
http://www.cheetahandwilddog.org/

