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Dear RWCP friends,

There have been a lot of exciting developments in cheetah and African wild dog conservation
since our last newsletter. We are delighted to welcome a new cadre of National Coordinators
appointed by government wildlife authorities, who are charged with coordinating cheetah and
African wild dog conservation in their countries. During their first training course in February,
we were able to provide them with the experience of actually observing cheetah in the wild in
the Serengeti, in between a heavy learning program. We hope the training provided, the
memorable experiences and the friendships made will help provide motivation to confront the
conservation challenges over the coming months. Earlier this year, | was lucky enough to be
able to help with the camera trap survey in Benin. | tried to make use of my cheetah-sense
developed over the many years of watching cheetah in the wild to identify good camera
trapping sites (I have been hoping this skill would come in useful one day), and it has been
incredibly exciting to see so many photos come in from the survey. This survey work, together
with the efforts in Angola, is slowly filling in our maps and removing some of the uncertainty
about cheetah and wild dog distribution. Of further note is the African Carnivore Initiative
developed by the Convention for the Conservation of Migratory Species (CMS), including a
number of important concerted actions for cheetah and wild dog conservation. Both cheetah
and wild dog are listed species on CMS, cheetah on Appendix 1 and wild dog on Appendix 2.
These actions, drawn from existing regional strategies, were approved at the recent Scientific
Council Sessional Committee meeting in Bonn, and will go forward to the Conference of the
Parties at the end of October in Manila. Alongside these, is a proposal to include lions and
leopards as CMS species, as both of these big cats also rely on transboundary cooperation for
their conservation. Including lions and leopards within the African Carnivore Initiative will
make it much stronger. Finally, the whole RWCP team, but particularly Rosemary, have put a lot
of effort into the new updated website, and | very much hope you will enjoy it and find it
useful.
Happy reading!
Sarah Durant




EASTERN AFRICA

National Cheetah Coordinators - First Training Course
Tanzania, 20 February-03 March 2017
One of the major components of the RWCP’s plans for the next 3
Nl years is to establish and support a National Cheetah and Wild Dog
suting s e e e 2. COOFAinator in each of the cheetah and wild dog range states.

rican wild dogs

These national coordinators are government employees charged
with driving forward the implementation of the respective National
Conservation Action Plans for the two species. The Cheetah
Landscape countries are the first to receive this support and
Algeria, Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Namibia, Niger,
Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe each sent their national
coordinators to the first training course, hosted in Tanzania, The
"y course was devised and delivered by collaboration between the
' Tropical Biology Association (TBA) and the RWCP with tremendous

support from the Tanzania People and Wildlife (TPW). The intensive two-week training
was the first of its kind in bringing a broad selection of skills and knowledge ranging
from cheetah and wild dog ecology, monitoring, human-carnivore conflict mitigation,
illegal trade, and landscape-scale conservation to project design and implementation.
Significantly, it brought the national coordinators the chance to work with their regional
RWCP coordinators to devise 6-month work plans, and also the unrivalled opportunity
for observing wild cheetah behaviour under the expert guidance of the Serengeti
Cheetah Project. We extend many thanks to the wonderful national coordinators, now a
formidable range-wide team, and to TANAPA, Ngorongoro Conservation Authority and
Ndutu Lodge for their great flexibility and generosity in enabling this course to take
place. The next training will take place in Niger in November. (Nick mitchell)

The 10 National Coordinators receiving their end of course certificates. Lake Ndutu in Ngorongoro
Conservation Area, Tanzania, is behind.




NORTHERN, WESTERN & CENTRAL AFRICA
Big Cats Survey in Pendjari NP, Benin

Audrey IPAVEC, coordinator for the Northern, Western and Central Africa office of the
RWCP, Vincent LAPEYRE, Technical Advisor for ZSL, Sarah DURANT (WCS/loZ-ZSL, RWCP
Leader) and Philipp HENSCHEL, Panthera coordinator for West and Central Africa have
organised a camera trapping fieldwork session from the 18t of January to 06t of
February 2017 in the Pendjari National Park, Benin. Thanks to a new collaboration with
the IUCN Cat SSG, 80 Panthera V6 camera trap (CTs) have been settled in order to assess
and monitor big cat populations. Aurlus OUINDEYAMA, a Benin student, specialised on
camera trapping, was recruited to ensure the follow up of this study. The whole set of

camera traps has now been removed and pictures are currently being analysed. (Audrey
Ipavec)
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SOUTHERN AFRICA

LARGE MAMMAL SURVEY UNDERWAY IN QUICAMA NATIONAL PARK, ANGOLA
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The survey team, Sango dos Anjos Carlos de Sd, David Elizalde and Fiscal Ernesto with
the first camera trap deployed in the Park.

Thanks to financial support from a private donor, and a grant from the UNDP Global
Environment Fund (GEF), the RWCP is pleased to be assisting the Angolan government
with a large mammal survey in Quicama National Park in Angola. Quicama is designated
as possible range for both cheetah and African wild dogs and as such represents a
priority area for surveys. Anecdotal sightings of both species have been reported (very
rarely) and we look forward to (hopefully!) being able to confirm their presence in this c.
10,000km? park, as well as understanding the prey availability and distribution for future
conservation management. The fieldwork, which started in June 2017, will be completed
by September 2017 and the results available soon thereafter. So far no cheetah evidence
has been found, but there have been reliable reports of African wild dogs and we hope
to capture firm evidence on the camera traps currently out in key areas.

The RWCP has also been awarded GEF contracts by the Government to conduct a large
mammal survey in Cangandala National Park (unknown for both species) and Luando
Integral Reserve (designated possible range for cheetah and (tentatively) resident range
for African wild dogs), as well as to compile a management plan for Bicuar National Park
(recoverable range for cheetah and resident for wild dogs). (Rosemary Groom)




CHEETAH LANDSCAPE FUNDING PROPOSALS SUBMITTED
Funding drives are underway to support the RWCP cheetah landscape projects. In
southern Africa, the RWCP has partnered on a bid led by Panthera to start to restore
wildlife populations, and create community conservancies in the Luengue-Luiana Park in
south eastern Angola. RWCP has also led on a proposal, in partnership with Peace Parks
Foundation, the Nature Conservancy and Panthera to establish a community
conservancy in southern Zambia, north of Simalaha Conservancy, to maintain the
connectivity between the Greater Kafue Ecosystem and the rest of the KAZA TFCA. In
addition, the southern African coordinator has recently received some funding from
WWEF in Namibia for a rapid large carnivore assessment in the Sebungwe region of KAZA
(in Zimbabwe), as well as a grant (also from WWF) for >40 camera traps for use in KAZA.
In NWC Africa, the RWCP/ZSL has partnered with three governments (Benin, Burkina
Faso and Niger) and with Panthera on a proposal to conserve the threatened large
carnivores of the W transboundary reserve in their last stronghold in West Africa, the W-
Arly — Pendjari (WAP) landscape. This project, will support a robust system of protection
for the three parks enhancing local capacity for law enforcement and engaging
communities to support conservation reducing the threats facing large carnivores and
helping secure the future of this uniquely important site,
In the pipeline in eastern Africa are proposals for establishing a pan African human-
carnivore coexistence expert forum and the development and testing of a human-
carnivore conflict toolkit across in the central transboundary part of the Cheetah
Landscape of northern Tanzania and southern Kenya. Partners in separate proposals
here include York University, Tanzania People and Wildlife, and South Rift Association of
Land Owners (SORALO).

NATIONAL COORDINATOR PROGRESS IN SOUTHERN AFRICAN

The cohort of National Carnivore Coordinators or carn points in southern
Africa have been very active. In Namibia, Zimbabwe, Zambia and Botswana, Uakendisa
Muzuma, Roseline Mandisodza, Jassiel Msoka and Phemelo Gadimang respectively have
been making progress towards organising the necessary workshops to revise and update
their national conservation strategies, all of which were done between 2007 and 2009,
except for Namibia (2013). Suzana Bandiera (Angolan NCC) has been busy with
development of education materials for schools in or around Parks with cheetah or wild
dogs, and is working towards a land use plan for the area between two National
Parks. Roseline has also been working with the southern African coordinator to develop
and distribute education materials for the authorities extension officers. Jassiel is
working on some training for wildlife department ecologists and Muzuma has been
involved in some carnivore collaring work in the KAZA part of Namibia. (Rosemary Groom)




CITES CoP17 RECOMMENDATIONS AND ILLEGAL TRADE

The Zoological Society of London and Sarah Durant, the Range
Wide Conservation Program’s leader, are honoured to have
been invited to work with the IUCN Cat Specialist Group to
develop the CITES Cheetah Trade Resource Kit. The
development of the resource kit is one of the main decisions of
the 17t CITES Conference of the Parties (CoP17) regarding
cheetah trade and looks to compile relevant information and
tools to assist in implementing the Convention relating to this
species. This will include the identification of live cheetah and
cheetah parts; advice on procedures to be followed in case of
seizures, including handling and DNA sampling; guidance on
the immediate and long-term disposal of live animals; and lists
of suitable housing facilities for long-term placement of live
cheetahs; and other relevant materials. We look forward to
working with other organisations with experience of wild and

captive cheetah.
Separately, the RWCP’s Eastern African coordinator, Nick Mitchell, is looking forward to

working with the Horn of Africa collaboration tackling illegal cheetah trade. Proposals for
implementing the Horn of Africa blue-print strategy on the cheetah trade have been
submitted by IFAW. The strategy, looks to support implementation of some of the CITES

CoP17 recommendations on cheetah trade in the crucial region of the Horn of Africa.
(Nick Mitchell)

THE REVISED AND UPDATED SOUTHERN AFRICAN CONSERVATION STRATEGY FOR
CHEETAH AND WILD DOGS IS LIVE ON THE NEW RWCP WEBSITE

In late 2015 a workshop was held in South Africa,
attended by 49 participants to update the Southern
African Conservation Strategy for Cheetah and African
Wild Dogs. The resulting strategy was delayed due to
waiting for the Angolan National Action Planning
workshop to go ahead, so updated information could also
be included for Angola. This was held in October 2016,
and as such the revised regional strategy is now
completed. This strategy represents the best and most

practical approach to conservation across the region.
(Rosemary Groom)

All regional strategies (as well as all National Action Plans and maps) can be downloaded from the new and
improved RWCP website, now live at www.cheetahandwilddog.org. Check it out!
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CHEETAHS, WILD DOGS, A NEW AFRICAN CARNIVORE INITIATIVE, LINEAR
BARRIERS, ALL AT THE CONVENTION ON MIGRATORY SPECIES (CMS)

In July, RWCP leader, Sarah Durant, attended the Second Meeting of the Sessional
Committee of the Scientific Council of the Bonn Convention on the Conservation of
Migratory Species. Under discussion was a new African Carnivore Initiative (a joint
initiative of CMS and CITES) which seeks to develop a framework for the trans-boundary
conservation of existing Bonn Convention listed large carnivore species, cheetah and
African wild dog, and to add two as yet unlisted species, lion and leopard, to the
initiative. The RWCP also supported Burkina Faso, Algeria, Benin and Niger in the
drafting of decisions for concerted actions under the CMS specifically regarding the
conservation of cheetah and African wild dogs.

Also on the table was an important new initiative to maintain connectivity for terrestrial
species, including an additional decision requested by the Zoological Society of London
to address the problem of linear barriers in Africa, building on the experiences under the
Central Asian Mammals Initiative. All these proposals will now pass to the CMS
Conference of the Parties for potential endorsement, in October. These discussions are
vital to the fate of wide ranging species such as cheetah and wild dogs and the RWCP
will continue to engage with CMS in support of the species. (sarah Durant / Nick Mitchell)

CHEETAH AND WILD DOG SPOTTING ON iNATURALIST.org

The Cheetah and Wild Dog Spotting project on
~ iNaturalist.org is for the first time bringing in sightings of
the rarely seen cheetahs of the WAP Complex in Niger,
.. Benin and Burkina Faso — this is very encouraging and we
* = would like to thank OeBenin in particular for his efforts
there. Sightings by the public across Africa have now
-~ reached more than 500 and we urge you to also add yours

"8 there by visiting our ‘Cheetah and Wild Dog Spotting’
Project and adding your photo via the large red button.
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This newsletter presents a very few highlights of the RWCP team work. If you want to know more on
what is going on backstage or get any help or support with cheetah and wild dog work, please contact
your regional coordinator.
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