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Greetings from the RWCP

Happy New Year to all our readers!

We ended 2016 with the publication of our long awaited article on the global decline in
cheetah in Proceedings of the Academy of the USA. This article attracted substantial
publicity, and was featured by most of the international press, with good coverage on
radio and TV. We hope that this publicity and raised awareness will now lead to an
increased impetus for cheetah conservation on the ground. Despite this depressing
news of the status of cheetah, we have much positive news to report here. Angola has
become the 18t country to develop its own National Conservation Action Plan for
cheetah and African wild dogs, and has documented major extensions to cheetah and
wild dog distributional range. CITES agreed a ground-breaking set of decisions to combat
illegal trade in cheetah at the recent Conference of the Parties, representing a significant
step in halting the trade in live cheetah as pets and dead cheetah as skins. We continue
to work with the WAP countries to help them increase their efforts to protect the last
remaining cheetah population in western Africa. Finally, we are making significant first
steps toward identifying the RWCP cheetah landscapes, and appointing National
Cheetah Coordinators.

We look forward to continue to work with all of you throughout 2017 in a collaborative
effort to safeguard cheetah and African wild dog populations.

Happy reading!

Sarah Durant




NORTHERN, WESTERN & CENTRAL (NWC) AFRICA

(Audrey IPAVEC)

WAP Complex: cheetah landscape in West Africa

# Training Course in Benin #

Thanks to USFWS, Save The Elephants and IUCN Cat SSG support, a 8-days ZSL/Panthera
Training Course for W and Pendjari NP rangers in Basic Law Enforcement techniques and
Patrol was held in Pendjari NP from the 11th to the 18th of November. Contents were
adapted to local needs and provided the basic knowledge needed in order to conduct
effective anti-poaching patrols. This capacity building process will then help to protect
one of the major strongholds for cheetah in northern, western and central Africa.

# Memorandum of Understanding with the Nigerien Government #

At a ceremony in November, the RWCP’s NWC
African coordinator and Philipp HENSCHEL,
Panthera Coordinator for West and Central Africa,
signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the
Nigerien Ministry of Environment and Sustainable
Development on the conservation and protection
of Natural Ecosystems and Wildlife. This MoU
provides the perfect framework to enhance the
NAP implementation.

We'd like to thank the Ministry and our NCC
Abdulkarim SAMNA for their commitment to our
collaboration and for organising this ceremony.




EASTERN AFRICA

(Nick Mitchell)

lllegal Cheetah Trade at CITES

lllegal Cheetah Trade at CITES — from CoP to CoP: RWCP project leader, Sarah Durant,
and Eastern African Coordinator, Nick Mitchell, were both present in support of the
agenda item on illegal cheetah trade at the CITES 17th Conference of the Parties in
Johannesburg in October. The RWCP (WCS and ZSL) organised a side event allowing a
platform to the UAE who are leading the way in the Middle East in announcing a ban on
exotic and dangerous pets such as cheetah; this could be a game-changer if they really
enforce this law ... especially if their neighbours follow suit. Two of the most key states in
Africa, Somalia and Ethiopia, also shared the stage with RWCP’s Sarah Durant, and the
Cheetah Conservation Fund and Endangered Wildlife Trust. The following day the Parties
agreed:

e To all of the Standing Committee recommendations to the Parties regarding cheetah
trade e.g. “urgently develop and launch national public awareness campaigns”,
“strengthen national and regional enforcement actions”, and “conduct joint operations
between East Africa and the Middle East”.

e That the Secretariat should engage social media platforms, search engines and e-
commerce platforms to address illegal trade.

* To commission a CITES cheetah trade resource kit to assist those implementing the
convention with e.g. procedures to be followed in the case of seizures.

e To establish a CITES forum for all stakeholders to exchange and share trade-relevant
information on cheetahs.

The topic has now been debated at multiple CITES meetings since it was first brought to
international attention at CoP16 in 2013 and is already ensured a place on the table for
CoP18.




Cheetah Landscape in Eastern Africa

At the Kenya Wildlife Service Carnivore Conference in October the Eastern African
Coordinator demonstrated the scale and extent of the resident range that represents
the proposed RWCP transboundary Cheetah Landscape in eastern Africa. With the
endorsement of the Tanzanian National Conservation Action Plan in the last couple of
weeks, the refreshing of the Kenyan Plan, the confirmation of National Cheetah
Coordinators for both Tanzania and Kenya, we are shaping up to make a difference for
cheetah in the coming months and years across the Tanzania-Kenya borderlands. We are
exploring new links to the East African Community and the EAC’s budding
Transboundary Commission that may provide a useful framework for the RWCP’s
cheetah landscape conservation efforts.




SOUTHERN AFRICA

(Rosemary Groom)

Conservation Action Plan Compiled
For Cheetah and Wild Dogs in Angola

The RWCP, on the invitation of the Angolan Ministry of Environment, through the
National Institute of Biodiversity and Conservation Areas (INBAC), helped to implement
their National Conservation Planning Workshop for Cheetah and Wild Dogs in Angola.
The workshop was held from the 18t to 215t October 2016 in Quicama National Park,
Angola. Thirty people participated in the workshop; eight international participants and
twenty three participants from Angola, including from INBAC, other government
departments and the nine Park Administrators from Parks across Angola.

The three day workshop was very interactive and highly participatory and all
participants enthusiastically engaged and actively contributed to the Plan. The resulting
conservation strategy for Angola (including updated distributional maps for cheetah and
wild dogs in Angola) has been drafted in both Portuguese and English and submitted to
INBAC for presentation to the Minister. We look forward to continuing to work with
INBAC and the Angolan Ministry of Environment to support them in the implementation
of this five-year conservation strategy. Plans are already afoot for more surveys, as well
as capacity development and education projects...




Southern Africa’s Cheetah Landscape Project Officially Launched

The Kavango Zambezi  Transfrontier
Conservation Area (KAZA TFCA) has been
selected as the region for Southern Africa’s
Cheetah Landscape Project. With support
| from the KAZA Secretariat and buy in from
-4 the majority of partner countries, the project
-~ was officially launched at the recent State of
, ¥ KAZA Symposium, held in Victoria Falls from
! #® 31st October to 2nd November 2016.
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The RWCP’s Southern Africa Cheetah Landscape Project will work through the auspices
of the KAZA Carnivore Conservation Coalition (KCCC), which was formally endorsed in
early 2016 as a sub working group of the KAZA Secretariat’s Conservation Working
Group.

Since one of the main threats to cheetah is habitat fragmentation, maintaining
connectivity between protected areas is a priority. As such the Cheetah Landscape
Project will focus on adding value to the great work already being done in the region,
particularly in the some of the key areas of connectivity. Establishing the cheetah
landscape will include raising funds to support current on-the-ground programs;
facilitating linkages and collaborations between stakeholders; developing,
implementing, supporting and strengthening initiatives for communities to derive
benefits from cheetah; promoting conservation education and advocating for policy
changes where necessary.




Carnivore Surveys Completed in Bicuar and Mupa National Parks, Angola

During  September and
October 2016, large
carnivore spoor and camera
trapping surveys were
carried out in Bicuar and
Mupa National Parks in
Angola. The survey was
organised by the RWCP and
conducted under the
auspices of our MoU with the
Angolan Government.
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Funding was provided by Paul Maritz and a Panthera field team headed by Dr Jake
Overton was contracted to carry out the field work, in partnership with INBAC, and
accompanied by INBAC technicians and Park rangers. The surveys were a great success,
confirming the presence of African wild dogs in both Bicuar and Mupa National Park, as
well as a whole host of smaller carnivores. Unfortunately no evidence of cheetah was
found in either park, nor any verbal account of their presence obtained. We hope to
continue to engage with the Angolan authorities to use the results of these surveys to
help promote conservation and improve management in both areas.




WORK IN PROGRESS IN THE THREE REGIONS

Establishing a Cohort of National Cheetah Coordinators

One of the RWCP’s Cheetah Landscape project objectives is to support the government
wildlife authorities in cheetah and wild dog range states to coordinate, catalyse and
implement national (and transboundary) cheetah and wild dog conservation activities.
As such, the RWCP is supporting wildlife authorities to designate National Cheetah
Coordinators (if they do not already have such a post) and offering training and
mentoring to this cohort of National Coordinators. In Phase 1, we will be working with
countries involved in the cheetah landscape project.
Those countries are Benin, Burkina Faso and Niger in the NWC region,
in the EA region, and Angola, Botswana, Namibia, Zambia and
Zimbabwe in SA region.
To date, we are pleased to have great National Coordinators appointed for Niger, ,
Zambia, Botswana and Angola. Namibia already has such a role within their Ministry and
we hope Burkina Faso, Benin, and Zimbabwe will have appointed a National
Coordinator by the end of the year.
A two week training and networking opportunity will be held for all National
Coordinators (including those from NWC and East Africa) in Tanzania in February 2017.

African Wild Dogs at CITES Cop7

Does illegal carnivore trade now include wild dogs, or not? At the CITES CoP17 Burkina
Faso requested a CITES study of the trade in wild dogs following “some reports of trade
in captive and wild-caught animals from South Africa”.

The request for the study was not agreed but Parties were instead encouraged to “take
measures to prevent illegal trade in African wild dog, and to consider including the

species in Appendix III”, “share information” and are “invited to cooperate with the
Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS), IUCN ...”.
The RWCP considers this to be a reasonable way forward, given the scarcity of evidence
on trade, and we actively encourage addressing the species’ broader challenges through

CMS — but if you hear of any cases of wild dog trade at all, please do let us know. (Nick
Mitchell)




Disappearing spots

Our report on “The global decline in cheetah Acinonyx jubatus and what it means for
conservation” was published in PNAS at the end of 2016, and provides alarming reading.
Using the best available information, we estimate that there are only about 7,100 wild
cheetah left in the world. The species is now restricted to 9% of its historical
distribution, and survives in just 33 populations, most of which number fewer than 100
individuals. Added to this perilous predicament is the fact that most cheetah live outside
protected areas. There they face multiple threats including loss of habitat and prey;
conflict with livestock and game keepers; and illegal wildlife trade in live cheetah for
pets and dead cheetah for skins. Recent extinctions have been documented in western
and central Africa, and there has been an estimated decline of 85% in Zimbabwe over
the last 16 years. For those cheetah populations where there is sufficient information,
most are declining. This evidence, together with ongoing pressures outside protected
areas, led us to recommend that the IUCN Red List threat status of cheetah is up-listed
from Vulnerable to Endangered. Our analysis is relevant to other species which we term
‘protection-reliant’, which may also have substantial range outside PAs but are
vulnerable to rapid anthropogenic change, which results in populations outside PAs
acting as sinks. (sarah burant)
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Working together to'make Space
for Cheetah and African Wild Dogs

Of all the large carnivores of Africa, cheetahs and African wild
dogs need the most lots of space. In recognition of this, the
Range Wide Conservation Program for Cheetah and African...
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The Southern African Coordinator has been working on a complete overhaul of the
RWCP website and this is now running, at the same URL (www.cheetahandwilddog.org).
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