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RWCP Newsletter #2/May 2016,

Greetings from the RWCP

In southern Africa we are really pleased to report on our growing collaboration with the
Angolan government. As recent survey work has shown, Angola harbours significant
populations of both these two species, and has an important global role to play in their
future survival. KAZA continues to provide an impressive example of conservation on the
large scales that are needed to secure the survival of cheetah and wild dog, and the
establishment of the KAZA Carnivore Conservation Coalition is an important new
development in the coordination of large carnivore conservation across the landscape.
Elsewhere, in NWC Africa, Niger continues to show strong support for cheetah
conservation, although, sadly, wild dogs are now extinct in the country. Niger's
engagement has been spearheaded by the hard work and commitment of Abdoulkarim
Samna, and so we are delighted to see his formal appointment as Niger's new cheetah
coordinator. We hope other countries will also soon make their own coordinator
appointments. We are also excited to see our work in the WAP protected area complex
go from strength to strength. This area harbours the only surviving cheetah population
in western Africa, and so is of huge conservation significance to the region. Of particular
note is the collaboration with the IUCN/SSC Cat Specialist Group, who will help to
provide training and assess local use of cat products. In Eastern Africa, the Kenya and
Tanzania Borderlands Initiative is an important development - this area is part of a larger
region that harbours the world's second largest cheetah population. We are also pleased
to see our large carnivore toolkit close to finalisation. | will finish up with a reminder
that the recommendations of the CITES Cheetah Working Group will be on the agenda of
the forthcoming CITES CoP 17 in Johannesburg in September. | hope that they will get
your support.

Happy reading!

Sarah Durant




NORTHERN, WESTERN & CENTRAL (NWC) AFRICA

A National Cheetah Coordinator in Niger

Abdoulkarim Samna, the former chief ecologist of the W
Regional Park — Niger, was appointed by the Ministry of
_ Environment as the National Cheetah Coordinator in
. charge of the implementation of the National Action
Plan for the Conservation of Cheetah and African Wild
Dogs. He will assist the Regional Coordinator with
implementation of the Cheetah Landscape Project (see
Newsletter #1).
We'd like to warmly thank the Ministry for his dedicated
support to the RWCP Program. (Audrey Ipavec)

WORK IN PROGRESS IN THE NWC REGION

ZSL/Panthera project in the WAP Complex

The W-Arli-Pendjari (WAP)
transboundary conservation complex
(Burkina Faso, Niger and Benin) is one
of the most important areas for
conservation in West Africa,
sheltering the largest remaining
population of the critically
endangered West African lion, the last
population of cheetah in the region
and over 60% of the remaining West
African elephant population.

This project is a collaboration between ZSL and Panthera and focuses initially on
supporting the Beninese agency CENAGREF in protecting two parks: Pendjari and W NP.
It aims to address the poaching threat, reinforcing the capacity of park management to
protect those parks and combat poaching of elephants and other wildlife. This will be
achieved through implementation of the SMART adaptive management approach for
surveillance, monitoring and protection of the parks.

In a new collaboration with the IUCN/SSC Cat Specialist Group, we are going to be
launching two new activities : a research on large carnivore trade issue in Benin and big
cat population assessment in the WAP. (Audrey Ipavec)



EASTERN AFRICA

Human-Carnivore Conflict Toolkit developed for Tanzania

Cheetahs and wild dogs have been getting
into trouble with livestock herders since
the beginning of time, but today’s rapidly
expanding human footprint is forcing them
into increasingly uncomfortable proximity.
Reductions in prey can also force
carnivores into troublesome dietary
choices and herd owners cannot tolerate
losses from their stock.
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Species

Within the Conflict, Unsustainable Use and Trade (CUT) project (Darwin Initiative) we
therefore put together a conflict toolkit focused solely on the five large carnivores of
cheetah, wild dog, lion, leopard and spotted hyena. As with other conflict toolkits, it
provides different immediate mitigation options for people living alongside wildlife; this is
the first dedicated to a group of carnivores. We owe a huge debt of gratitude to the Lion
Conflict Toolkit, the editors of which (Begg and Kushnir) kindly allowed us to largely adopt
the tools of the lion document. We have added sections on the different conflict
‘Environments’ (e.g. at the boma, at pasture, etc.), on the 5 carnivore ‘Species’ in a
conflict context, and on ‘Kill Identification” when only a carcass or injured animal is

remaining, and on ‘Policy and Legislation’. The toolkit is currently under review. (Nick
Mitchell)

WORK IN PROGRESS IN THE EA REGION

Cheetah Landscapes

The RWCP’s Eastern Africa coordinator has joined the Borderlands Conservation Initiative
(BCl), a highly collaborative effort which has been set up to focus on southern Kenya and
northern Tanzania as a single landscape. The focus of the group on addressing human-
wildlife conflict and landscape connectivity is highly compatible with the aims of the
RWCP’s third phase of work on large transboundary Cheetah Landscapes and land use
planning. RWCP is thankful to the BCI group for allowing the late inclusion of cheetah and
wild dogs to the existing lion and elephant focal species. (Nick Mitchell)




CITES

The next major CITES meeting, the 17th Conference of the Parties, will be held on
African soil, in South Africa in September. The RWCP will be present and positions are
being prepared to effectively communicate the seriousness of the illegal cheetah trade.
The issue was first brought to the agenda at CoP16 in 2013 and has been the subject of
considerable attention at each CITES meeting since then. (Nick Mitchell)

Photo shows close collaborator, Director-General
of Ethiopia Wildlife Conservation Authority, at
the 66 meeting of the CITES Standing
Committee. (Nick Mitchell)




SOUTHERN AFRICA

The KAZA Carnivore Conservation Coalition (KCCC) kicks off
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The KCCC, hopefully soon to be endorsed as a formal specialist sub group of the KAZA
Conservation Working Group officially got underway recently with the first meeting of
the steering committee (of which the RWCP’s southern African coordinator is a
member), and the first focal group meeting.

The KCCC is a coalition of conservation practitioners who work collaboratively at the
landscape scale to develop and implement a strategic and unified program of outcome-
focussed activities to secure KAZA as a focal landscape for large carnivores.

At a participatory workshop last October in Hwange, where the KCCC was born, five focal
areas were selected. The Sebungwe Group (Zimbabwe) got the ball rolling with a great
workshop in early May, the output of which was a stakeholder-supported action plan for
carnivore conservation priorities across the region.

This unified and collaborative, outcome-focussed approach for one of the most
important areas in Southern Africa, and indeed probably the whole of Africa for both
cheetah and wild dogs, is a hugely exciting initiative. Watch this space for more news
from KCCC. (Rosemary Groom)




Memorandum of Understanding signed with Angolan Government

At a ceremony in March, the RWCP’s southern
. African coordinator signed a Memorandum of
Understanding with the Angolan Ministry of
Environment (Ministério do Ambiente) for the
conservation of cheetah and African wild dogs
in Angola.

We'd like to thank the Ministry for their
keenness to collaborate!

We already have a number of exciting joint
projects planned, including a survey of Bicuar
and Mupa National Parks (July to September
2016) and the National Action Planning
Workshop for Angola (October / November
2016). (Rosemary Groom)

WORK IN PROGRESS IN THE SA REGION

New RWCP Website coming soon!
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Working togethertomake space
for Cheetah and African Wild Dogs

Of all the large camnivores of Africa, cheetahs and African wild
dogs need lots of space. In recognition of this, the Range Wide
Conservation Program for Cheetah and African Wild Dog...
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The Southern African Coordinator has been busy working on a complete overhaul of the
RWCP website and this should be live in a couple of months, at the same URL
(www.cheetahandwilddog.org). (Rosemary Groom)
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Updated Southern African Regional Strategy

REGIONAL CONSERVATION STRATEGY FOR THE CHEETAH
AND AFRICAN WILD DOG IN SOUTHERN AFRICA

REVISED AND UPDATED
AUGUST 2015

The revised and updated Regional Conservation Strategy
for the Cheetah and African Wild Dogs in Southern Africa

& will be available soon. This document has all the updated
N f\E maps and figures of known current cheetah and wild dog
cxpeines BUEEEL status across southern Africa. (Rosemary Groom)
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250 observations ... and counting

Our Cheetah and Wild Dog Spotting project on
iNaturalist has notched up its 250th sighting.
These come from 10 different range states in
Africa - none from Iran, yet! The map shows a
fair representation across the countries of
eastern and southern Africa, but too little in
northern, western and central Africa. With
stickers and leaflets having been translated into
French, we hope the map to become more
colourful in the top left.

Please continue to spread the word and to add your own sightings of either species via
this link where you
just click on the red button to upload your sightings. We are very grateful to National
Geographic’s Big Cats Initiative for their support in this project. (Nick mitchell)
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